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Event organizers continuing to work to ‘keep Portland green’
By Alex Jensen
ajensen@djcOregon.com

Building industry professionals are con-
verging in Portland during the fourth an-
nual Sustainable Building Week.

Though last year’s event took place en-
tirely online because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this year’s event is a hybrid. Events 
such as nature walks and building tours 
are taking place in person, while topic dis-
cussions are occurring online and being 
recorded. More than two dozen events will 
take place through Saturday.

“We’re calling on Portland to once again 
come together and find solutions to some 
of the greatest challenges our modern so-
ciety has ever faced,” said Webly Bowles, 
co-founder of Sustainable Building Week. 
“This is an opportunity for our region’s 
greatest thinkers and problem solvers to 
cross-pollinate ideas that will continue to 
evolve Portland’s leadership in sustain-
ability practices, creating models for the 
nation to follow.”

In the past year, the Pacific Northwest 
has experienced record-breaking weather 
on both ends of the spectrum. More than 
330,000 Oregonians were left without pow-
er temporarily after an ice storm in Febru-
ary, and then a heat wave in early summer 
brought temperatures as high as 112 de-
grees Fahrenheit.

Then the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change in August issued a report 
that painted a dim worldview if carbon 
emissions can’t be curbed.

Many individuals are experiencing and 
seeing the effects of climate change first-
hand right now, said Terry Campbell, 

co-founder of Sustainable Building Week. 
The overall goal for the week, he said, is to 
foster collaboration among building in-
dustry professionals who might not typi-
cally associate with each other.

For instance, Tuesday will bring two free 
tours of the PAE Living Building in Port-
land’s Old Town Chinatown neighbor-
hood. The five-story mass-timber struc-
ture is decked out with efficient features 
ranging from solar panels to on-site waste 
management systems. Both tours are al-
ready full, Campbell said.

Another in-person event slated for Tues-
day is “Into the Woods,” a free hosted 
walk through Tualatin Hills Nature Park. 
It’ll be a 90-minute, active, buckle-your-
seat-belt immersion into the world of 
sustainable forest management and the 
local wood movement, Hyla Woods forest 

owner and Build Local Alliance member 
Peter Hayes said. The event will include 
a discussion of the pandemic’s impacts 
on the wood products industry and the 
importance of tree diversity in the face of 
climate change. The nature park includes 
local tree species from the Willamette 
Valley foothills, Oregon Coast Range and 
Cascade Range.

In a series of events, Electrify Now, a 
volunteer organization, will dive into the 
latest trends in the movement toward 100 
percent electrification of homes and struc-
tures in the Pacific Northwest.

With electricity now cleaner and faster 
it’s become the primary strategy to fight 
climate change, said Joe Wachunas, an 
electrification advocate for Electrify Now. 
The group will kick off Sustainable Build-
ing Week with the all-electric vs. gas de-

bate by comparing costs for new residen-
tial construction. Other topics will include 
waste reduction and efficiency measures 
to quickly achieve net-zero energy use.

More than 1,800 people have registered 
for the series already, Campbell said.

Sustainable Building Week is unique, 
Hayes said, because it stays the same but 
keeps improving. Last year, many events 
looked at decarbonization with a focus on 
embodied carbon. This year, that conver-
sation will continue with numerous events 
involving electrification and zero-energy 
buildings.

“The IPCC report casts a very urgent 
message,” Campbell said, “that folks need 
to get on board and find ways to make an 
impact.”

To learn more or register for events, visit 
https://sustainablebuildingweek.com.

ZGF Architects, 
courtesy of Sustainable Building Week
The PAE Living Building, in 
Portland’s Skidmore/Old Town 
Historic District, will be the focus 
of two tours during Sustainable 
Building Week. Both are full.

Calendar
TODAY

AIA Oregon’s annual COTE Green Cham-
pion Summit will take place from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Zoom. Keynote speaker Hop Hop-
kins of the Sierra Club will present “How the 
Idea of Disposable Land Leads to the Idea 
of Disposable People.” Also, Vivek Shandas 
of Portland State University will present 
“The Effect of the Recent Heat Wave on 
Portland’s Populations of Color,” and Naomi 
Cole of Konstrukt and Karina Hershberg of 
PAE will present “Our Collective Responsi-
bility as Professionals and Individuals to 
Take Action.” To register, go to https://bit.
ly/3kOvaLp.

TUESDAY
The American Council of Engineering 

Companies of Oregon will present a webinar, 
“2021 Salary & Benefits Survey Review,” 
via Zoom from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. TRUE-
benefits and Alera ConnectHR will share 
information on current trends gleaned from 
the 2021 ACEC Alaska, ACEC Oregon and 
ACEC Washington Salary and Benefits Survey. 
Attendees will receive valuable information 
on how the economy has impacted Northwest 
engineering firms’ compensation practices 
and benefits programs during the past 12 
to 24 months. Cost: $45 per person for 
members and their guests or $60 per person 
for nonmembers. To learn more, contact 
Merideth Webber at 503-292-2348 or 
mwebber@acecoregon.org, or go to https://
bit.ly/3APlg1J.

TUESDAY
The Portland Business Alliance’s Down-

town Retail Council will hold its monthly 
meeting via Zoom from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m. To learn more, go to https://bit.ly/3i-
fOnDU.

TUESDAY
The Oregon Construction Contractors 

Board will hold a webinar, “CCB Laws, Rules 
and Business Practices with DEQ,” from 9 
a.m. to noon. This course, provided by CCB 
staff and a co-presenter, qualifies for the 
three hours of CCB laws, regulations and 
business practices classes that residential 
contractors need each two-year license 
renewal period. To register, go to https://bit.
ly/3m5EoCy.

TUESDAY
SAIF will host a webinar, “Are You OK? 

Supporting the Mental Well-Being of 
Employees,” from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
One in five Americans lives with a mental 
condition that affects their ability to fully 
participate in life – both at home and in 
the workplace. Employers can help support 
employees by: providing a psychologically 
safe workplace, helping them manage 
stress and build resiliency, and connecting 
them with support. Participants will learn 
how they can make a positive difference 
for their employees by focusing on four 
key areas: leadership, effective commu-
nication, adaptation to changing work 
conditions, and provision of access to 
mental well-being care. Cost: free for SAIF 
policyholders. To register, go to https://
adobe.ly/3kNoXiI.

WEDNESDAY
The American Council of Engineering 

Companies of Oregon will begin its 2021-22 
Leadership Development Series with “En-
hancing Leadership Versatility and Personal 
Effectiveness” from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. The 
series will be a hybrid of in-person (in the 
Portland-metro area) and online programs. 
Other sessions will take place Wednesdays 
(Nov. 17, Dec. 8, Feb. 9, March 9, April 
13 and May 11) and generally run from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. or 11 a.m. Each session is 
worth two to four Continuing Professional 
Development credits. Cost for the entire se-
ries: $1,700 for ACEC members or $2,400 
for nonmembers. To learn more, contact 
Merideth Webber at 503-292-2348 or 
mwebber@acecoregon.org, or go to https://
bit.ly/3CZnEUl to register and check out the 
full schedule.

WEDNESDAY
LatinoBuilt will hold its quarterly member-

ship meeting at Hidden Creek Community 
Center, 5100 N.E. Hidden Creek Drive, in 
Hillsboro, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. To 
learn more, email info@latinobuilt.org or go to 
https://bit.ly/2Wj4jh0.

WEDNESDAY
AIA Oregon, as part of its Digital Design 

Series, will offer a presentation focusing 
on the $138 million Grant High School 
modernization project from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. on Zoom. Speakers Chris Brown 
of Mahlum, Aaron Presberg of Portland 
Public Schools and Rick Flacco of Ener-

gy Trust of Oregon will discuss several 
strategies used by the engineering and 
design team to attain a Leadership Energy 
and Environmental Design gold rating for 
the project and meet the community’s 
desire for a sustainable, equitable and 

inclusive facility. To register, go to https://
bit.ly/2XVeGIy.

See the full DJC event calendar online at 
www.djcOregon.com. Email calendar items 

to calendar@djcOregon.com.
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